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1. How did the United Methodist Church get to where it is today? 

This year, The United Methodist Church is 54 years old.  The UM Church was formed from 

the union of The Methodist Church and the Evangelical United Brethren Church in 1968. 

Methodism, as with all parts of the Christian family, has experienced its share of divisions 

and reunions over its more than 225-year existence as a global movement. 

For 50 of its 54 years, the UM Church has known ever-increasing levels of conflict 

regarding the authority and interpretation of the Bible, and the church’s doctrines and ethics. 

The current debate has focused on sexual ethics, the definition of marriage, and ordination 

standards. That debate has become more heated and polarizing with each passing year.  

The thought of an amicable separation was first discussed at a General Conference in 2004 

in Pittsburgh.   At the 2012 and 2016 General Conferences, leaders of various const ituencies 

in the church met to discuss whether it was time to separate.  Each time, it resulted in 

legislative conflict over irreconcilable differences.  In 2016, a diverse group of leaders 

asked the Council of Bishops to lead the UM Church toward separation. Instead, the Council 

of Bishops recommended the creation of a Commission on the Way Forward with a 

charge to find a way to maintain institutional unity despite deep and growing conflict. The 

General Conference ultimately authorized the Council of Bishops to create their proposed 

commission. 

2019 

The Commission on the Way Forward presented three plans to a special General Conference 

in 2019. The Connectional Conference Plan, which received virtually no support, would 

have created three theologically distinct conferences within the UM Church, each having a 

different teaching on the issues involved in the impasse. The One Church Plan would have 

empowered annual conferences and local churches to make their own decisions on the 

definition of marriage and ordination. And the Traditional Plan would have the UM Church 

reaffirm its historic position on ordination and marriage, and enhance accountability.  

The 2019 special General Conference narrowly adopted the Traditional Plan by a vote of 53 

percent. In the weeks that followed, resistance and disobedience to the order and discipline 

of the UM Church multiplied. Leaders in many of our annual conferences in the United 

States issued statements decrying the passage of the Traditional Plan and some plainly 

stated they would not enforce it.  The UM Church is now a church bitterly divided. 

As the debate in the UM Church progressed, three constituencies emerged along a 

continuum – (1) traditionalists who have a high view of Scripture, its authority and 

interpretation, and who uphold the church’s historic definition of marriage and ordination 

standards, (2) centrists, who also claim to have a high view of Scripture, but believe 

competing teachings on these matters can co-exist in one church, and (3) progressives who, 
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as a matter of justice, believe the church must liberalize its sexual ethics, it teachings on 

marriage, and its ordination standards. 

Two significant responses resulted from the 2019 special General Conference. First, the 

distance between the progressive and centrist positions nearly disappeared. Many centrists 

have now adopted the position of the progressives. Second, prior to 2019, traditionalists 

were arrayed along a continuum between traditionalists who were leaning into the UM 

Church (those who wanted to continue to work for upholding historic Christian teachings 

and practices within the UM Church) and traditionalists who were leaning out of the 

denomination (those who saw the toxic nature of the battle, the increasing inability of 

church leaders to maintain good order and discipline, and all the harm it was doing to local 

congregations and the denomination). After the 2019 special General Conference and the 

ensuing resistance and disobedience, more traditionalists moved to the leaning out part of 

this continuum. These two responses – the coalescing of centrists and progressives and more 

traditionalists now leaning out of the denomination – simply reemphasized the deep fissure 

within the church. 

A mediated negotiation emerged from this environment.  Traditionalist, centrist, and 

progressive leaders were invited to participate in a conversation aimed at resolving the 

church’s decades long dispute. Traditionalist leaders participated because of their desire to 

end the conflict and create a healthier and more hopeful future for traditional laity, clergy, 

and churches. 

For the first time, the mediated negotiation brought together leaders of every major 

advocacy group associated with the constituencies involved in the conflict plus various UM 

bishops.  International leaders and bishops also joined as the negotiations continued. 

Eventually, after several sessions, a group of 16 participants arrived at a comprehensive 

agreement called the “Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace through Separation ,” – a 

proposal that was hoped would end the conflict in the UM Church.   

Some have justifiably asked, “Why are the traditionalists the ones tasked with creating a 

new Methodist church, while progressives and centrists continue as the post-separation 

United Methodist Church?” The answer is simply, “Progressives and centrists are  not 

willing to leave the UM Church.” They will not do so voluntarily and the process of forcing 

them to leave would require numerous church trials that would distract from the church’s 

mission, cost hundreds of thousands of dollars, ruin the church’s repu tation, and all with no 

assurance of producing the intended outcome. Progressives and centrists are prepared to 

remain in the UM Church even if the conflict escalates. Traditionalists could of course dig 

in their heels and say, “We are not leaving either,”  but to what end? It would simply 

perpetuate a fight that now threatens the health and vitality of local churches and the 

denomination’s very existence. Thus, if traditionalists truly want this conflict to end, then 

traditionalists are the ones who have to separate. 

The protocol agreement is not a perfect document.  It is not exactly what the traditionalists 

wanted, and it is not exactly what the progressives and centrists wanted either. The entire 

https://wesleyancovenant.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/SIgned-Protocoal-Statement.pdf
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document reflects compromises made by all parties.   For the first time all of the 

constituencies agreed to the terms of a separation.  People can critique the results, but they 

cannot deny that for the first time a plan was proposed and endorsed by centrists, 

progressives, and traditionalists — with the support of prominent episcopal leaders from 

Africa, Eurasia, the Philippines, and the U.S – that would end the long and destructive 

conflict.  The most important part of the protocol is that every local church that decides to 

separate could do so with the full ownership of their buildings, real estate, and assets free of 

the UM Church’s trust clause.  The Protocol legislation was to be presented at the 2020 

General Conference. 

2020 

The outbreak of Covid 19 caused the 2020 General Conference to be postponed.  The next 

conference has been postponed several times and is now scheduled for 2024.    The Protocol 
legislation, therefore, cannot be presented until the next General Conference in 2024. 
 
2021 

With further postponement of the General Conference a number of local churches began 

evaluating whether they should depart from the UM Church rather than wait  for the General   

Conference to occur.  Under the terms of the Protocol legislation, central conferences, 

annual conferences, and local churches could choose to align with a new denomination. If 

they did so, they would be released from the trust clause of the UM Church and so retain all 

their assets, properties, and buildings. The process outlined in the Protocol legislation is the 

least complex and most economical pathway for a church to take once it decides it wants to 

separate from the UM Church. However, this pathway cannot be taken until the Protocol 

legislation is adopted. 

 

What would happen if the Protocol legislation is not adopted?  Failure to adopt the Protocol 

would leave the UM Church mired in a continuation of the conflict that has undermined the 

health, vitality, and witness of the UM Church for years.  The Protocol legislation remains 

the best way to peaceably resolve the conflict.  It is a clear choice – a continuation of 

the conflict that has been clearly demonstrated at the 2019 General Conference or an 

amicable and orderly separation that clearly witnesses to the world the Christ-like way to 

deal with irreconcilable conflict. 

2022 

With the postponement of the next General Conference until 2024, confusion continues to 

reign within the UM Church.  

- A number of bishops and annual conferences are imposing onerous terms for churches 

wanting to leave the denomination.  

- Susquehanna Bishops Steiner Ball and Moore-Koi indicated they are only utilizing 

current disaffiliation requirements.  This results in the costliest means of leaving the 

denomination.   

- Five annual conferences – the Oregon-Idaho, California-Nevada, New England, New 

York and the Pacific Northwest – all voted to join the Religious Coalition for 

Reproductive Choice.   This is an organization that opposes all limitations of abortion 

and actively advocates for abortion rights.  

https://www.gracethroughseparation.com/legislation
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- Recently the North Georgia Conference voted to allow seventy churches, most of which 

were in rural areas, to disaffiliate from the UMC.  

 

In anticipation of the Protocol legislation being adopted: 

- The Wesleyan Covenant Association and the Transitional Leadership Council led the 

creation of the New Global Methodist Church.  It came into official existence May 1, 

2022.   

- The UMCNext organization was founded.  UMCNext will focus their efforts towards 

those churches intending to remain in the post-separation United Methodist Church.  

What will these new church denominations look like?  How will they operate? In what ways will 

they be different?  How will this impact annual conferences?  How will this impact local 

churches?  As the 2024 General Conference approaches, these and other questions will arise.  

Conversations regarding these questions and others need to begin within each local church.    

 

 
*Primarily from articles by Rev. Keith Boyette: Transitional Connection Coordinating Officer of the 
Global Methodist Church, Former President of the Wesleyan Covenant Association, Former elder in 

the Virginia Conference of The United Methodist Church. 
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2. The Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation 

     Key Tenants: 

1. A new traditionalist Methodist denomination will be formed; other denominations may 

be formed as well.  

 

2. The United Methodist Church will continue after separation. 

 

 

3. Annual conferences may join a new Methodist denomination, by majority vote. 

 

4. Local churches may choose a different denomination other than that of their Annual 

Conference and retain their property, assets and liabilities.     

 

5. A total of $25 million is to be paid to the new traditionalist Methodist denomination; $2 

million is to be held in escrow to help other potential Methodist denominations; and $39 

is to be allocated to help strengthen communities historically marginalized by the sin of 

racism in the governance and decision-making of the Church—Asian, Black, Hispanic-

Latino, Native American, and Pacific Islander ministries 

 

 

Note: As of September 2022, we should consider the “The Protocol of 

Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation” to no longer be an option.  
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3. Post-Separation United Methodist Church 

                                          vs 

                   New Global Methodist Church 

 

 The Post-separation United Methodist Church mission and vision: 

- We long to be passionate followers of Jesus Christ, committed to a Wesleyan vision of 

Christianity, anchored in scripture and informed by tradition, experience and reason as 

we live a life of personal piety and social holiness. 

- We commit to resist evil, injustice and oppression in all forms and toward all people and 

build a church which affirms the full participation of all ages, nations, races, classes, 

cultures, gender identities, sexual orientations, and abilities. 

- We reject the Traditional Plan approved at General Conference 2019 as inconsistent with 

the gospel of Jesus Christ and will resist its implementation. 

- We will work to eliminate discriminatory language and the restrictions and penalties in 

the Discipline regarding LGBTQ persons. We affirm the sacred worth of LGBTQ 

persons, celebrate their gifts, and commit to being in ministry together. 

 

umcnext.com 

 

The New Global Methodist Church mission and vision: 

- Our Mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ who worship passionately, love 

extravagantly, and witness boldly. 

- Our Vision is to join God in a journey of bringing new life, reconciliation, and the 

presence of Christ to all people, and to helping each person reflect the character of Christ. 

- Through our ministries, we desire to share the whole counsel of God with all peoples and 

to advance the presence and fulfillment of the Kingdom of God in every part of the world 

and at all levels of societies and cultures. The Global Methodist Church is committed to 

the Lordship of Jesus Christ, the inspiration and authority of the Scriptures, and the work 

of the Holy Spirit in conveying God’s truth and grace to all people. 

- We are a global church that recognizes and deploys the gifts and contributions of each 

part of the church, working as partners in the gospel with equal voice and leadership. Our 

witness to the world is marked by mutual love, concern, sharing, and a focus on those 

who are most vulnerable.  

- We watch over one another in love and bear witness to the transforming power of the 

Good News as we humbly, but boldly, strive to serve others as ambassadors of Christ!' 

globalmethodist.org 
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4. Post-Separation United Methodist Church 

                                          vs 

                   New Global Methodist Church                               1 
        by Chris Riner  
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Post-Separation United Methodist Church 

                                          vs 

                   New Global Methodist Church                              2 
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Post-Separation United Methodist Church 

                                          vs 

                   New Global Methodist Church                           3 
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5. Bible Scriptures that reference homosexuality and marriage 

Homosexuality 

Leviticus 

18:22 
‘Do not have sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman; that is detestable. 

20:13 “‘If a man has sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman, both of them have done what 

is detestable. They are to be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads. 

Romans 

1: 26 
Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural sexual 

relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and 

were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with other men, and received in 

themselves the due penalty for their error. 

1 Corinthians 

6:9 
Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 

deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men 
10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 

Marriage between and man and a woman. 

Genesis  

2:23 The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; 

she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.” 

24 That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh. 

1 Corinthians 

7:2   each man should have sexual relations with his own wife, and each woman with her own 

husband. 3 The husband should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and likewise the wife to her 

husband. 

Genesis  

2:20   But for Adam[a] no suitable helper was found. 21 So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep 

sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs[b] and then closed up the place with 

flesh. 22 Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib[c] he had taken out of the man, and he brought 

her to the man.
 

Matthew 

19:4 “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and 

female,’[a] 5 and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and 

the two will become one flesh’[b]? 6 So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore, what God has 

joined together, let no one separate.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+2%3A+20-24&version=NIV#fen-NIV-51a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+2%3A+20-24&version=NIV#fen-NIV-52b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+2%3A+20-24&version=NIV#fen-NIV-53c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+19%3A+4-6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23767a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+19%3A+4-6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23768b
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6. What does the Bible say about homosexuality and same sex marriage?   

 

(An Argument Against) 
 
While the Bible does address homosexuality, it does not explicitly mention gay marriage/same-sex marriage. It 

is clear, however, that the Bible condemns homosexuality as an immoral and unnatural sin. Leviticus 

18:22 identifies homosexual sex as an abomination, a detestable sin. 

18:22 ‘Do not have sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman; that is detestable. 

 

 Romans 1:26-27 declares homosexual desires and actions to be shameful, unnatural, lustful, and indecent. 

1: 26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural sexual relations for 

unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with 

lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for 

their error. 

 

 First Corinthians 6:9 states that homosexuals are unrighteous and will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

6:9 Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the 

sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men 10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor 

drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 

 Since both homosexual desires and actions are condemned in the Bible, it is clear that homosexuals 

“marrying” is not God’s will, and would be, in fact, sinful. 

 

Whenever the Bible mentions marriage, it is between a male and a female. The first mention of 

marriage, Genesis 2:24, describes it as a man leaving his parents and being united to his wife. 

24 That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh. 

 

 In passages that contain instructions regarding marriage, such as 1 Corinthians 7:2-16 and Ephesians 5:23-33, 

the Bible clearly identifies marriage as being between a man and a woman. 

1 Corinthians 

7:2   each man should have sexual relations with his own wife, and each woman with her own husband. 3 The husband 

should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and likewise the wife to her husband.  

 
Ephesians 

23   For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the 

Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in 

everything.25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave  himself up for her 26 to make her 

holy, cleansing[a] her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to himself as a radiant 

church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In this same way, husband’s ought 

to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated their own 

body, but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the church— 30 for we are members of his 

body.31 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become 

one flesh.”[b] 32 This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. 33 However, each one of 

you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.\ 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lev%2018.22
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lev%2018.22
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%201.26-27
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%206.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%202.24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%207.2-16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%205.23-33
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+5%3A+23-33&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29331a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+5%3A+23-33&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29336b


13 
 

Biblically speaking, marriage is the lifetime union of a man and a woman, primarily for the purpose of 

building a family and providing a stable environment for that family. The Bible alone, however, does not have 

to be used to demonstrate this understanding of marriage.  

- History argues against gay marriage. The biblical viewpoint of marriage has been the universal 

understanding of marriage in every human civilization in world history.  

- Psychology argues against gay marriage.  Modern secular psychology recognizes that men and women 

are psychologically and emotionally designed to complement one another. In regard to the family, 

psychologists contend that a union between a man and woman in which both spouses serve as good 

gender role models is the best environment in which to raise well-adjusted children.    

- Nature argues against gay marriage. In nature/physicality, clearly, men and women were designed too 

“fit” together sexually. With the “natural” purpose of sexual intercourse being procreation, clearly 

only a sexual relationship between a man and a woman can fulfill this purpose. 

So, if the Bible, history, psychology, and nature all argue for marriage being between a man and a woman: 

- Why is there such a controversy today?  

- Why are those who are opposed to gay marriage/same-sex marriage labeled as hateful, intolerant 

bigots, no matter how respectfully the opposition is presented?  

- Why is the gay rights movement so aggressively pushing for gay marriage/same-sex marriage when 

most people, religious and non-religious, are supportive of—or at least far less opposed to—gay 

couples having all the same legal rights as married couples with some form of civil union? 

The answer, according to the Bible, is that everyone inherently knows that homosexuality is immoral and 

unnatural, and the only way to suppress this inherent knowledge is by normalizing homosexuality and 

attacking any and all opposition to it. The best way to normalize homosexuality is by placing gay 

marriage/same-sex marriage on an equal plane with traditional opposite-gender marriage. Romans 1:18-

32 illustrates this.  

18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of people, who 

suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has 

made it plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine 

nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse. 
21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became 

futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and 

exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals 

and reptiles. 
24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their 

bodies with one another.25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created 

things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. 26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful 

lusts. Even their women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also 

abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts 

with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their error. 28 Furthermore, just as they did not think 

it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought 

not to be done. 29 They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of 

envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; 

they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no 

mercy. 32 Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only 

continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them. 

 

The truth is known because God has made it plain. The truth is rejected and replaced with a lie. The lie is then 

promoted and the truth suppressed and attacked. The vehemence and anger expressed by many in the gay 

rights movement to any who oppose them is, in fact, an indication that they know their position is indefensible. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%201.18-32
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%201.18-32
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Trying to overcome a weak position by raising your voice is the oldest trick in the debating book. There is 

perhaps no more accurate description of the modern gay rights agenda than Romans 1:18-32, “they are 

senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless.” 

 

To give sanction to gay marriage/same-sex marriage would be to give approval to the homosexual lifestyle, 

which the Bible clearly and consistently condemns as sinful. Christians should stand firmly against the idea of 

gay marriage/same-sex marriage. Further, there are strong and logical arguments against gay marriage/same-

sex marriage from contexts completely separated from the Bible. One does not have to be an evangelical 

Christian to recognize that marriage is between a man and a woman. 

 

According to the Bible, marriage is ordained by God to be between a man and a woman Genesis 2:20-

22; Matthew 19:4-6).  

Genesis 

2:20   But for Adam[a] no suitable helper was found. 21 So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and 

while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs[b] and then closed up the place with flesh. 22 Then the LORD God 

made a woman from the rib[c] he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 

 
Matthew 

19:4 “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’[a] 5 and said, 

‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one 

flesh’[b]? 6 So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore, what God has joined together, let no one separate.”
 

 

Gay marriage/same-sex marriage is a perversion of the institution of marriage and an offense to the God who 

created marriage. As Christians, we are not to condone or ignore sin. Rather, we are to share the love of God 

and the forgiveness of sins that is available to all, including homosexuals, through Jesus Christ. We are to 

speak the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15) and contend for truth with “gentleness and respect” (1 Peter 3:15).  

Ephesians  
4:15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the 

head, that is, Christ. 

 

As Christians, when we make a stand for truth and the result is personal attacks, insults, and persecution, we 

should remember the words of Jesus: “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you 

belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen 

you out of the world. That is why the world hates you” (John 15:18-19). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2019.4-6
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+2%3A+20-24&version=NIV#fen-NIV-51a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+2%3A+20-24&version=NIV#fen-NIV-52b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+2%3A+20-24&version=NIV#fen-NIV-53c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+19%3A+4-6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23767a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+19%3A+4-6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23768b
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%203.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2015.18-19
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7. What Does the Bible Say About Homosexuality and same sex marriage? 

(An Argument For) 

 By Jimmy Creech, former United Methodist pastor for nearly 30 years at the center of the 

controversy around the blessing of gay and lesbian unions in the church.   

Q: Dear Mr. Creech: 

What is at the heart of the position that the Bible is clear on the subject "that homosexuality is 

forbidden by God?" I know about Leviticus, but are there similar passages with reference to 

women? How do you view the Bible's (or God's) position? 

Sincerely, 

Susan 

A: Dear Susan, 

At the heart of the claim that the Bible is clear "that homosexuality is forbidden by God" is poor 

biblical scholarship and a cultural bias read into the Bible.  

- The Bible says nothing about "homosexuality" as an innate dimension of personality. 

Sexual orientation was not understood in biblical times.  

- There are references in the Bible to same-gender sexual behavior, and all of them are 

undeniably negative. But what is condemned in these passages is the violence, idolatry 

and exploitation related to the behavior, not the same-gender nature of the behavior.  

- There are references in the Bible to different-gender sexual behavior that are just as 

condemning for the same reasons. But no one claims that the condemnation is because 

the behavior was between a man and a woman. 

There was no word in Hebrew, Aramaic or Greek for "homosexual" or "homosexuality."    

- These words were invented near the end of the 19th century when psychoanalysts began 

to discover and understand sexuality as an essential part of the human --personality in all 

of its diversity.  

- It cannot be claimed that the Bible says anything at all about it. 

-  The writers of the Bible had neither the understanding of it nor the language for it. 

There is only one reference to sexual behavior between women, and that is in Romans 1:26.  
26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural sexual relations for 

unnatural ones. 
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The context of this reference has to do with Gentiles rejecting the true God to pursue false gods; 

i.e., idolatry. And, the sexual behavior described is orgiastic, not that of a loving, mutual, caring, 

committed relationship. What is condemned is the worship of false gods. 

Sexuality is a wonderful gift from God.   

- It is more than genital behavior. It's the way we embody and express ourselves in the 

world. But we cannot love another person intimately without embodying that love, 

without using our bodies to love. And that does involve genital behavior.  

- Sexual love is for the purpose of giving and receiving pleasure with our most intimate 

partner. It is a means of deepening and strengthening the intimate union that exists. 

-  This can only be healthy and good if our behavior is consistent with who we are and with 

whom we love, and when we are true to our own sexuality and orientation. 

In regard to marriage:  

- It's important to remember that the Bible was written in a patriarchal culture that assumed 

men were in control and women were subject to them.  

- Marriage was not an equal partnership, but a matter of a man owning a woman or women 

as property.  

- Women provided men companionship, children and labor. Certainly, love between the 

man and woman or women could develop, but love was not the basis of marriage.  

Consequently, the biblical concept of marriage is not appropriate today.  

- We no longer accept the inferiority of women and superiority of men.  

- We no longer accept marriage to be a property transaction.  

- The concept of marriage has evolved throughout history. Today, we understand it to be a 

voluntary spiritual relationship based on love, respect, mutuality and commitment.  

- What really matters is the quality of the relationship, not the gender of the persons 

involved.  

- And marriage is created not by religious ceremony or civil government. It is created by 

the persons involved who make their commitments to one another.  

- Whether or not there is a religious ceremony to celebrate the marriage or marriage license 

to legalize it, the marriage two people make together in private is real and valid and 

should be honored as such. 

-  I hasten to add that marriage should never be understood as a requirement for two people 

in relationship. Intimate relationships must not always create a marriage commitment. 

Marriage is a lifelong commitment that not everyone is willing to make or should make.  
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- Being single in an intimate relationship is an honorable choice. 

How do I view God's position on "homosexuality?" 

-  I believe lesbian, gay and bisexual people to be a part of God's wondrous creation, 

created to be just who they are, and completely loved and treasured by God.  

- I believe God does not intend for anyone to be alone but to live in companionship. 

-  And I believe God expects healthy loving relationships to include sexual love. 

The Bible doesn't say this, of course. But neither does it deny it. I believe this to be true not only 

because of the Bible's emphasis on the goodness of God's creation and the supreme value of love, 

but because of the greater understanding of human nature that we have available to us today. 

I do not believe that God intends us to live in the small world of ancient biblical culture, but 

rather in God's larger evolving world informed by science, reason and experience. 

Thanks for your question. Blessings on you! 

Peace, 

Jimmy Creech  
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